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A brief description of the Engiish program for students of engineering.

architecture, and industrial management at Lawrence Institute of Technology includes
fairly detailed information on the unique features of the 3-term freshman English
course. Less extensive reference to the details of the sophomore. funlor. and senior
courses precedes a short concluclina statement of study obiectives. (AF)
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ENGLISH FOR THE ENGINEER

LAWRENCE INST1TU1E OF TECHNOLOGY UI
Southfield, Michigan, is a college for stu-
dents of engineering, architecture, and in-
duarial management. Engineers are notori-
ous for their lack of interest in English and
literature, architects are much more inter-
ested in art and design, and those in indus-
trial management are much more interested
in business trends and accounting. Our Eng-
lish department often seems to be doing
battle against profound apathy, but we be-
lieie that our English program is success-
fully going beyond the basic requirements
of grunting communication. We are often
arousing interest!

Otir English program, divided into three
terms for the freshman year, provides a first
teriii of three hours devoted to a review of
granunar for the first twO weeks. If the
student.shows a remarkable lack .of knowl-
edge in this area he is sent to a*five-hour

." "non-credit course in the fundathenrals of
-the language. This must be comPleted with

C grade or better beftire he is allowed to
re-enter first term freshman English. Those
who successfully weather the .first two-week
period go on to read expository prose selec-
tions and to the writing of abstracts of these
selections. The abstract, we 'feel, helps the
student achieve d working knowledge of.
organization.

The second term of freshman English is
more of the same: reading expository prose
and writing abstracts. We also begin v., in-
clude other forms of literature: short story,
biography, poetry. Probably the most im-
portant part of the work of this second
term, however, takes place in the library
where the student is beginning to learn how

acquiring a good, strong working knowl-
edge of bibliographic techniques. He de-
votes five hours a week to the second term.

The third term of freshman English is also
a five-hotr course. The bibliographic tech-
niques acquired are put to work at produc-
ing an eighteen to twenty-five page research
paper not related to engineering, architec-
ture, or industrial management. (They will
have to do enough of that in their technical
courses.) This third term also gives the stu-
dent a fairly extensive introduction to
speech and panel discussion.

During the third term of the frediman
year the student is encouraged to take a
humanities elective called Survey of Rhythm
in the Arts. This course is almost literally
what the title implies. Rhythm in music, in-
strumental and vocal, rhythm in the plastic
arts, and the rhythm of lyric poetry are the
focal points for the course. The student
attitude here begins with complete skepti-
cism and almost inyariably ends with
enthusiasm

The novel and the short storr are offered
as electives in the sophomore and.the junior
years. In the senior year the-students take
world literature. This course is divided into
three terms of three hours each. The first
term is concerned with epic poetry: Homer,
Virgil, Dante, Milton. In the second tenn
the classics of drama are studied, lleginning
with the Greeks and ending where time per-
mits. The third term is a study of the essay,
history, a little philosophy, and a little politi-
cal science. In each term the underlying
theme is relationship and change, and rele-
vance to students in the twentieth century.

Thus our engineers, architects, and indus-
to USe the many indexes available, and he is---uial-maragers go out into the world with a
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knowledge of something beyond their im-
mediate fields of specialization; with, hope-
fully, something to do when through vith a
day's work beyond reading baseball scores
and headlines in the daily paper; with, hope-
fully, some criteria for judging what appears

on TV. They *are, we believe, prepared to
give some reasonable answers tO Why they
work as they do.

WiLSON DAUGHERTY
Lawrence Institute of Technology,

Southfield, Michigan
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